SUNDAY
BREAKFAS
Stacy Schwartz is thrilled
that her Banner Day Camp
happened this summer
P26

Tée Nortly Shore

eerend

DallyNorthShore.com

T

* SIGN UP NOW FOR FRE
EDITION SENTTO YOUR E

2 W
1AIL:

free@jwemedia.com

KEND *

NORTH SHORE
FOODIE

Welcome autumn with a
delicious roast P22
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ELEVATE

FESTIVAL

Thank You

R0l 4
b RS

You made it a
great success!
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Angi

ncy,a member of the class of 2021 at Cristo
Rey St. Martin 1 School (Cristo Rey) in
Wiaukegan, has big dreams. She's accomplished
plenty already, inchuding being among the first in
her family to go to high school. But she's poised to
do more.

It is Cristo Rey's unique approach to a college
prep educaton, coenbining work cpericn
stucy that s pecparing Anajancy for a brig
For ncarly four yoars, Anajancy Iumwkuimx}.c
Lake County Public Woeks Depart
dlata and tracking tests to make sure water is clean.

“Every weck we woek onx day of the week,
and it seems like we're missing school, but the
teachers are very spportive,” says Anaancy, whose
st ruame was withheld per school policy. "We go
0 corporate jobs and leam about the real workl,
how to mteract with peopte and have communica-
tioms sklls.”

While Anajancy says at times the work/life
balance can be difficult, espec
schoc eracdooff is worth it—especially when
she is leaming skills that will benefit her both in
college and in real life.

The first Cristo Rey school in the US.—Cristo
Rey Jesuit High School in Piscn—was founded
25 years agp to provide a quality college prepara-
toey education fior children of low-income familics
in communitics that lacked educational opportuni-
hased on the work/study modkd,
oen Washington state to Los

a high

ties, The schoc

now dot the oo
Arggles to Massachusetts.

LIFE LESSONS

CRISTO REY ST. MARTIN COLLEGE PREP USES A UNIQUE WORK/STUDY
MODEL THAT PREPARES STUDENTS BOTH FOR COLLEGE AND FOR LIFE.
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Cristo Rey was fou

4 in Waukegan in 2004
on the same principle: To provide low-income
children in the greater Waukegan and North
Chicago communities with an affordable college

X
prepey puality P :
tics, students are able to offset about 60 percent of
the costs of 2 private education and leam vakisble

Cristo Rey St. Martin High School held a
delayed graduation ceremony for 2020
graduates on July 24, 2020.

lessons in the workplace
"Our students woek a5 part of the high school
expericrice,a 0T

e the prpuse is twof

s, oimber on

tocam the m:

ed on PG 12

says Preston Kendull, president of the school.
st the experience that our students
out of a community of

<ses and they're meeting people they
't ocherwise meet.”

1¢'s hard o argue with the suecess of the Cristo Rey
model, especially in Waukegan. Over the years, the
school has built an impressive track record of both
college placement and more importantly, college
graduatsons

Cristo Rey accounts for just seven percent of the
total student populasion of the Waukegan area, but
50 percent of the bachelor's degroes camed by
high scheol sudent

mpostantly, per capits

paics i Jess thn a thisd

of other famibes.
Retention is key. According to the school's revords,
92 percent of the stidents who enrolled as freshenan

n 2018 d
first time in rlw school’s hist

e to graduate in the 2021 class. For the
in 2020, 100 percent
of the graduating class of was accepted to a four-year
college, Universitics to which students have boen ac
cepted include Johs Hopkins, Georgetown, Brown,
Layola, and Benedictine. Seventy percent of Cristo
Rey's graduating class of 2015 completed their bach
elor's degrees.

*Staistically, 2 colloge de
school

ee far outpaces a high
ploma or assoiates degree as fr 2 ifetime
camings,” says Kendall

Like many private schools, Cristo Rey has been
heavily impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. The

school faces big challenges in trying to provide edca
tion 1o Jow-income students during his time.
st becamasc of the cromded lving

awn room or a quict place
Kendall says. "We's
agowe went to wh
ach e v auod s Chincnb

06
k 50 all of

students have their own device.”™
School performance during the pandermic
has no¢ dropped off Indec, there ac indica
tors that studcnes are hiandling the challenges
just fine.
“In the sprirgg we had our highest measarcs
of academic peogress. It 2 standardized test

Anajancy will graduate from Cristo Rey
In 2021 and hopes to study business In
college.

NEWS

xch our students
endall says. “Foe

that teachers se o measte how ¢
e progressing in their kaming,”
our freshman and sophomares, it was the highest
lovel achivemen thand seen
in the \h W's history, and half the year was remote

ish th

A sapsthat while studenes are «rlbllng\lu
1o the pundemmic, more than 70 percent of the p

“The big impact for us is really the MLW oggram.
The firancial impact and the integral experience of
the work peogram that the students all share s part of
our culture,” Kendall says. "Losing that cultural paece
is probably the biggest hir.”

While the pundernic has posed both funding and
operational chalknges for Cristo Rey adm
and teachers, it can't damgpen the students’

of Cristo Rey students lost the g
demic, adding an additional layer of stress for the
students

“We know that a bot of our jurisors and seniors went
out to Walgreens and Home Depot and other places
just to get 2 paycheck o support their families,” says
Kendall.

“The
Joss of woek opportunities students usually have inthe
school year to both leam and help subsidize their
education at Cristo Rey:

gt chalknge poscd by the pandemic is the

with a delayed

the futuse.

“T obwiously want to go to college. 1 feel like there
are so mrany carcers if | study business,” Anajancy says.
“Hopefully, T just get a job and maybe onc day start
abusiness. But in the end my goal has always been to
come back to help the community and help my




